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OFFICE OF THE NEHM TIWEHKTHIHMPT (EPMC)      

NEMENHAH ITO 

15150 E. 2020 RD.  

STOCKTON, MO 65785 

INFO@NEMENHAH.ORG  

 

SECULAR POLICY: VOTING STATUS ADMINISTRATION  

MANDATE  
It was mandated by the Delegates of Great Council of 2014 that this Office, and the Cabinet, "unlock" Article 

Fourteen, and associated Articles and Definitions, in the Constitution pertaining to Voting Status, to 

harmonize with Nemenhah principles that allow for Wyaykihn and guidance in the administration of callings 

and duties within the Ministry. 

In accordance therewith, I make a beginning of speaking: 

POLICY  
Voting Status is attained by those Ministers who so report their desire to actively participate in councils, 

vocational ministry and any form of leadership in the Nemenhah to their Principle/Stone Carrier (PSC).  All 

Nemenhah members have made certain covenants with their People, and all members request Spiritual 

Adoption for various reasons.  Regardless, certain roles and callings in the Nemenhah require the ability to 

vote, which is the right and ability to facilitate emergence and, in some callings, mediation within the 

organization.   

These roles constitute a short, but essential, list of ministerial positions, each with specific callings and 

ordinations according to tasks the Minister may be called upon to perform: 

 Commissioned Vocational Ministers: Ministers seeking to offer their services to supplicants and 

parishioners of the Chapter in which they reside, and who receive a Tithe (Sacred Giveaway) for their service 

to the Church. 

 

 Leaders and Pehli of the Church: Ministers who have accepted callings in any Secular or 

Ecclesiastical administration of the Church.  Some of these positions are Principle/Stone Carriers and their 

Ehlehksihm, on the Secular side, and Tiwehkthihmpt (High Priests) and their Tiwehkt (Priests), and 

Ehlehksihm, in the Ecclesiastes.  These also include any Ministers sitting on any Council of the Nemenhah. 

 

 Great Council Delegations: Ministers who are sent to vote in Great Council on behalf of their 

Chapter must have current Voting Status that is reflected in their Chapter’s Long Count.  Likewise, Ministers 

carrying the Proxy of another Chapter, not their own, to Great Council must also maintain Voting Status.  

During Great Council, Proxies issued by the Kohhaht of Council, as directed by the EPMC, may only be given to 

those attending Ministers with Voting Status. 
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APPLICABILITY  
There are some Lay Ministers who do not seek Voting Status in their home and personal ministries, and who 

are content with supporting the Nemenhah with attendance and Sacred Giveaway as congregants, 

parishioners and supplicants to the ministries of their Leaders and their Vocational Ministers.  These 

members have no desire to influence change in the organization or hold positions of leadership, nor do they 

wish to spread the work of Nemenhah outside their individual home and personal ministries.  These 

Ministers may not receive a Tithe in Sacred Giveaway for their services and, indeed, they may not offer their 

services outside their family or to those outside their private care.  This is a limited ministry, to be sure, but it 

is respectable and it is one in which Voting Status does not necessarily apply. 

To all other Lay and/or Vocational Ministers of the Nemenhah, both professional representation and, in the 

case of Leaders, public administration incur the need for activated secular authority (Voting Status), 

otherwise latent within all members, for added defensibility and the demonstration of competence in the 

practice of sacred healing arts, ceremonies and general leadership.  This is also in compliance with the 

administrative directives of the two branches of Nemenhah governance, as directed by mandates from Great 

Council, the Nemenhah Constitution and Wyaykihn.  For these Ministers, Voting Status is not only applicable, 

but it is critical in the practice and exercise of their religion within the Sacred Order of Lehb, which 

encompasses their efforts to profess any number of sacred ministries of healing and spread the work of the 

Five-Fold Mission to all corners of the Earth.   These are those Ministers willing and guided by Spirit, through 

Wyaykihn, to influence the emergence of Nemenhah as a People and the World at large. 

RATIONALE  
It is the opinion of the Cabinet and Pehli Chiefs, that Ministers upon whom the care of others is placed, serving 

their parishioners and supplicants in a professional capacity wherein they receive Sacred Giveaway (tithes) 

for their ministerial services, and also in a leadership capacity as Pehli of the Nemenhah, must also be willing 

to involve themselves in the care of society through Council System.  These are the Ministers in whom their 

peers have placed their trust and the calling to spread the healing work of Nemenhah to the general public 

and the world.  It must follow, then, that these ministers not only represent the Nemenhah to their 

supplicants, but also in Council System, and it is an honor and privilege to count oneself, as a Minister, among 

such influential peers in the Chapter Long Count. 

It is also the opinion of the Cabinet and Pehli Chiefs that there are some Ministers who may be honored by 

their Leaders with Voting Status where extenuating circumstances have prevented them from completing the 

minimum requirements for Voting Status, such as with illness, disability and age.  However, only the Chapter 

Council, under signature of the PSC, may issue this special honor on behalf of said members and they are 

encouraged to administrate in this authority according to the promptings of Spirit through Wyaykihn. 

DIRECTIVE  
In accordance with the mandates of the Delegates of Great Council, therefore, it is the directive of this Office 

that it is the sacred responsibility of each member, individually, to seek interview with their PSC and annually 

report their desire to enjoy the privileges of Voting Status in their ministry.  Chapter Leaders will inquire 

about the Minister's fulfillment of Covenant obligations, as outlined in the Formal Request for Spiritual 

Adoption and herein, and give further instruction if the minimum requirements have not been suitably met.  

Whether a Minister’s name is added to the roll maintained by the PSC for Voting Members, which is submitted 
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with the Chapter’s Long Count, shall be entirely dependent upon the effective report of a Minister’s intent and 

demonstrations to the PSC. 

Ministers who wish to claim Voting Status may only do so if their names have been added to their PSC's roll of 

voting members. 

Ministers seeking to be counted among their voting peers must demonstrate their fulfillment of the covenants 

made with the Formal Request for Spiritual Adoption by presenting documented and/or oral accounts of such 

performance to their PSC, whose responsibility it is to ensure that all things within the Chapter are in order. 

These demonstrations must duly reflect the following: 

1. Natural Healing comprises part of the Minister’s spiritual orientation:  the daily practice of 

sacred healing rituals and performances as part of a Minister’s religion is so demonstrated by the 

Medicine Bundle Ceremony.  A written Bundle Ceremony (such as the one every Member initially 

submits to the Church for their Physical File), or the performance of a Bundle Ceremony in-person, 

wherein is represented any element of Natural Healing within the Five-Fold Mission, is suitable 

demonstration of this declaration.  Ministers may request that their Rehtwahtsi Ehlehk add such a 

document to their Chapter’s Member records. 

 

2. Ministers of the Nemenhah covenant to “First do no harm:” where no report of harm, as 

described in the Nemenhah Code of Ethical Conduct, has been made, the lack thereof satisfies this 

covenant declaration. 

 

3. Ministers of the Nemenhah covenant to diligently study the Sahaptan Healing Way: as directed 

by the President of the Church and his/her designated auxiliaries, members know they must, in due 

course, attain the Guide, Carrier and, ultimately, the Shirt designations in the Sahaptan Healing Way 

through the study of the Uniform Curriculum for Nemenhah Ministry (UCNM).  The University of 

Nemenhah awards a certificate for completion of any of the Tracks in the UCNM, through the Student 

Portal or other approved classes, which may be used effectively to demonstrate continued study of 

the Sahaptan Healing Way.  Education, studies and/or training through certified Seminaries of the 

Church may be presented as effective demonstration of the fulfillment of this covenant, but only if 

sufficient progress (as determined by the PSC or pertinent Church Policy) in the UCNM is also 

demonstrated.  Other education, studies and/or training in fields relevant to the Five-Fold Mission of 

the Nemenhah, but that do not originate in a Nemenhah Seminary, may be submitted to the 

University of Nemenhah for evaluation of Equivalency and, if approved, presented as continued study 

of the Sahaptan Healing Way, but, again, only if sufficient progress (as determined by the PSC or 

pertinent Church Policy) in the UCNM is also demonstrated.   

 

4. Ministers covenant to make regular Sacred Giveaway Offerings: there are many avenues through 

which members of the Nemenhah may contribute and support the organization.  Many of these 

avenues exist within Chapter administration and in support of projects and activities while others 

run through charitable donations to the Church directly.  Whichever, or all of them, that may apply, 

Ministers must report fulfillment of this covenant to their PSC, though the exact sums, amounts 

and/or nature of these sacred offerings need not be disclosed necessarily and the PSC is not 

authorized to inquire into the nature of private offerings and donations.  The PSC is tasked, in this 

regard, with confirmation only. 
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These four demonstrations, when fulfilled, entitle any Minister to participate in Councils of the Nemenhah 

People.  Voting Status will not be recorded by the Cabinet Chiefs or their Departments, nor may any Cabinet 

Chief determine a Minister’s Voting Status administratively.  Voting Status will not be recorded by the 

President of the Church or his Membership Committee, nor may the President of the Church, or any of his 

Pehli Chiefs, determine a Minister’s Voting Status administratively.  That authority has been delegated to the 

stewardship of duly ordained PSC’s and their Chapter Councils.  Voting Status is recorded solely by the PSC 

through proper Chapter administration, to be submitted as part of a Chapter’s Long Count, which the EPMC 

may use to populate a Resolution Council and administrate Formal Conflict Resolution as needed. 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS TO PRINCIPLE/STONE CARRIERS:   
Yours is a sacred duty to shepherd and guide your congregations through the effective administration of your 

stewardships and the application of Wyaykihn wherever possible.  As the elected head of what your Chiefs 

refer to as the "Local Unit", it is incumbent in you to seek out the elderly and make special effort to sit in 

private interview with them.  Speak with these honored elders, know them, their state in life and 

acknowledge the great gift of experience they have to offer the Nemenhah through their contributions in 

Council and congregation.  It is not the way of Nemenhah to allow our elders to wallow in the despair of their 

illusory uselessness, for their lives and knowledge are of paramount importance to us.  This "modern" world 

in which most of us live addresses age with heartless sequestration and cold isolation from active society.  

The Sahaptan Healing Way implores us to combat this blatant disregard for the emotional and spiritual needs 

of the elderly and remedy the situation in a sacred manner by finding ways to involve our honored elders. 

Similarly, as PSC's, there may be members within your care that have amazing contributions to give in 

Council, but may suffer from illness or disability that prevents them from obtaining Voting Status through 

standard and conventional processes.  It is within your prerogative as Pehli of your congregation to creatively 

formulate and administrate the means by which these honored individuals may be involved in Council. 

One way in which involvement may be encouraged is through the administrative recording of honorary 

Voting Status for elderly, ill and/or disabled members within the Chapter.  Under what circumstances and 

how this record is addressed is left entirely to you, as Pehli, and also your Ehlehksihm, and always in 

compliance with the Nemenhah Constitution and the Code of Ethical Conduct.   

When it falls to you to make a determination regarding an opportunity to record Voting Status for one such 

member of your congregation, always turn to your Ehlehksihm in Council.  The Council System of the 

Nemenhah is a powerful tool and you, as PSC, have the sole authority to enter a member's name into the rolls 

of Voting Members for Long Count, but it is by the effective consensus of your Councilors that true ethical 

leadership is achieved in this regard.  For this reason, while the Talking Feather of any Council administrates 

the agenda and mediates debate, his/her dependence on the Council for vote and the final decision is always 

absolute.  Never may the Talking Feather of any Council act in any way contrary to the decisions, mandates 

and/or directives of the Council over which they may preside. 

Such honored members may also, in this case, rest assured that the honorary Voting Status they enjoy was 

not simply recorded by the decision of a single respectful agent of the Church, but was, rather, administrated 

through a Consensus Council that effectively represents the voice of that Minister's entire congregation.  

Therefore, Voting Status that is so administratively recorded is literally an honor and blessing given by the 

very hands and voices of every member of the Chapter itself. 
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CLARIFICATION  
It should be noted that neither the PSC nor his/her Ehlehksihm have been tasked by their presiding 

administration (the Cabinet and Ecclesiastes) with the authority to estimate or determine the “worthiness” of 

members to vote.  It is the responsibility of the PSC, as first Pehli of the Chapter, to maintain the rolls of those 

members within the Chapter who may be called upon to vote and to hold leadership positions if necessary 

and this list is also reported with the Chapter Long Count.  The PSC is also aware of the established minimum 

requirements for maintaining Voting Status in general, and so is ethically and duty bound to instruct and 

guide fellow members where appropriate, pertaining to this sacred ministerial function, and in other ways as 

directed by Wyaykihn. 

Members should consider, therefore, that in seeking to enjoy the right to participate in Nemenhah Council 

System, they are not requesting Voting Status from their leaders.  Rather, and this is of paramount 

significance, they are dutifully reporting their Voting Status, or their wish to obtain it, to their leaders, who 

must then add them to the Chapter Long Count if every requirement has been met by suitable demonstration 

as outlined above.  

IN CONCLUSION  
And on behalf of the Cabinet Chiefs of the Nemenhah People, we extend our gratitude to the devoted 

Ministers whose diligent study and application of Wyaykihn, and the Sahaptan Healing Way, have led to so 

many remarkable improvements to our organization.  Truly, it is our honor to be counted among the Pehli of 

the Nemenhah in this age of restoration. 

In benediction thereof, may we walk in a sacred manner, may we talk in a sacred manner, and I make an end 

of speaking. 

 

Jonathan "Wellamotkin" Landis 

Nehm Tiwehkthihmpt - Nemenhah ITO 

Son of the Order of Lehb 
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